
Introduction

The Linden-Museum for Ethnography extends its welcome to all participants of
the 38th International Congress of Americanists which convenes in the city of Stutt
gart in accordance with a resolution passed at the last Congress in Mar del Plata,
Argentina, in 1966. The sessions of the Congress will be held in Stuttgart from
August 11th to August 17th 1968 and will conclude in Munich on August 18th with
a ceremony commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Bavarian State Museum
for Ethnography.

The General Secretariat of the Linden-Museum wishes to express its gratitude and
satisfaction at the registration of a large number of distinguished experts in the field
of American Studies who have honored this Congress with their presence.

To implement the work of the Congress, significant sections of the American
collection of the Linden-Museum have been placed in an exhibition room on the 2nd
floor of the institute. The museum has concentrated its exhibit, which is based upon
the collections of Duke Paul of Wuerttemberg and Prince Maximilian of Wied, on the
culture of the North American prairie Indians. The museum is in possession also of a
small but important collection of the East Brasilian Botocudo, Camacan, Patasho and
Puri cultures which Prince Maximilian of Wied assembled. These latter objects are
important to the study of the old culture of East Brasil during the early part of the
19th century. Included in the exhibition will also be found objects from the Gran
Chaco and the jungles bordering the Amazon. Representative artifacts of the culture
of the Central and Northern Andes, as well as of Meso America, may also be found
in the display. Special attention of the participants is invited to the green stone
sculpture of Xolotl and the two feather shields of the Mexican Aztec period. These
latter exhibits, loaned to the museum by the Wuerttembergische Landesmuseum, Stutt
gart, are considered unique in their field.

On the ground floor of the Museum, the recently opened exhibition of material
from Africa and the South Seas may be viewed. Unfortunately, the lack of space
makes it impossible for us to display the Asia collection.

This year’s issue of „Tribusan annual publication of the Linden-Museum which
was first published in 1951, has granted space for short articles to German speaking
specialists in American studies in order to give the members of the Congress a general
survey on different trends and today’s status of research. Summaries in the language
most important for research in the area concerned will be included with each contri

bution. By opening the magazine to members of the Congress, the Linden-Museum
hopes to gain new friends for its collections, as well as for its publication, among the
participants in this Congress.
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