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During the past few years, the decipherment of Maya Hieroglyphic Writing has
been pushed forward both in the United States and in the Soviet Union. In Western
Europe, the late Sir Eric Thompson successfully elucidated many chapters in the Dres
den Codex. At the same time, two Maya scholars at Tuebingen made considerable

progress in studying both palaeographic and epigraphic data. The event of celebrating
the Quincentennial Anniversary of the Eberhard Karls University seems to be an

appropriate occasion for publishing a summary of results obtained by the author and
Dieter Dotting respectively, including unpublished work of decipherment. The fol
lowing list offers the equivalents (in Classical Yucatec spelling) for main signs and
affixes, as used at Tuebingen in the winter of 1976/77, arranged according to the
Thompson nomenclature and including both definite and tentative readings as well as
some preliminary interpretations. The abbreviations B and D refer to Barthel (1952—

1977 and unpublished results) and Dutting (1970—1976 and unpublished results).
Decipherments made by other modern authors (published until 1975) and more or less
accepted by Tuebingen scholars are marked by their respective names, using the abbre
viations K and T for Knorozov and Thompson. The following Tuebingen Key to
Maya Glyphs does not claim to be more than a report on work in progress and was

written in order to promote the worldwide discussion towards the final reading of

Maya Hieroglyphic Writing.

The list comprises about 300 graphemes and allographs (ca. 150 affixes and ca. 150
mainsigns). Morphemic equivalents to 50% of these graphemes are considered to be
reasonably definite, 40 % are given tentatively, and the rest refers to general meaning
or function. Tuebingen scholars offer a total of ca. 150 own readings (apart from a

number of preliminary interpretations) which can be broken down into approximately
80 affixes and 70 mainsigns. We present nearly 60% of our readings with queries
as a sort of deliberate provocation, but we regard at least 40% of our readings as

well substantiated. We use an internationally accepted stock of values for at least

50 graphemes. We more or less accept ca. 30 readings of Thompson (including some

proposals made in 1950 and later withdrawn by him) and Zimmermann in comparison
to ca. 20 readings of Knorozov and other ’’phoneticists“ thus demonstrating a prag

matic position of the middle road regarding the findings gained from opposing theoret
ical standpoints. However, our evaluation of structures and principles in Maya Hiero
glyphic Writing is somewhat closer to the position of the late Sir Eric Thompson than
to the ’’phoneticists“. We differ from him in many specific interpretations and we do
postulate an important role of highland languages for understanding classical inscrip
tions.
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