Three Styles in the Architecture of Varli Dwellings
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Introduction: Varli tribes are found all over the mountains and
Sts of Thana District, Dharampur, Bansda, and Peint Talukas, and to the
B3t - = = X
45t ang southeast of Surat (fig. 1 a). They are spread over an area of about

234 8q. Miles!, and number about 207 05 (105 218 males and 101 833
wm&li_‘_s} 2
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e Thf‘ Virlis have lost all traditions mnu‘*ming .Theirrnrigin,. with .tl.u?.
i ‘Plion of a few songs and tales which relate in detail their mythical origin
{**m birds and plants. They speak a langnage which is akin to Konkani.
_"0“1 the linguistic point of view Konkan and southern Maharastra could
pmh‘ibl}' be taken as their motherland.
of ﬁlai]{he Virlis are prinm.ril_\-' plough agriculturists, but their primitive means
~“Sand burn cultivation leave no surplus for the summer months. They
L1~. turn to food gathering and hunting. Some families wander considerable
n;"’iﬁ-:.ces -in s»:arr:.h of factory labour. Forests and mountains I‘[.‘:-':tl‘i(.‘.t thelsizct
ag }:f ﬁlulds, wlych are only :-s_mail terraces, w.here dangar (Orvza sativa-Linu.)
_“Ef'! (Eleusive coracana-Gaerin.) are cultivated.
réﬂqul;u f}(‘.(]ﬂt'll‘l'l:\_-‘ uf_ the tribe has gn'a.tl%' inﬂucmc?tl their _m'rhit(-c't'mii.a. 'l‘hr_j
anl.]a-rﬁ "I hana T,)[.-ltrift lead a settled agncuitura} life zn'lcrl_ ti-_m:; their villages
amﬂh’t and tht:‘ll' itnuaes TH‘.fJIT"ng‘r]:lT or square, while the Varlis of Dharampur,
“Ha, and Peint Talukas build oval or round huts,
In the present article I restrict myself to the deseription of Varli
6‘_"-tl.lrt= in the Dharampur Taluka (fig. 1 0).
. The Virlis live in small settlements or padas of seven to ten huts. At
ke T:\;‘l tome across a large \'i%lugr.r le many _inz]c.'pt‘ndeut padas, '1“11L'- pffrf’.risi
Sually on the lower slopes of the hills (pl., fig, a). In the centre of the pada
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