A Search for the Origins of Ojeo,
Ye-jhani or Tupicliia

By LEON CADOGAN

In a short article (CapocAN 1956, pp. 63-66) I pointed out that in Yuty

i Caazapa, as also in other southern towns of Paraguay, the name tupichiia
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% Plied to 2 mysterious ailment known in other parts of the country as ojeo and
5 Jhari, 7 upichiia being the name of the familiar spirit or ghostly counsellor

)i;’i’lif)lft_-t.{;!|1mbign f._',uarani SOTCETET, Stlggt.‘ﬁtﬁ the necessity of further research
{hr”[;vulbellmg t1'1|?. I’&LI‘?I:&Lla_\'ELII folk 1:_t.*i|v.f — as had been ll.I.Jlll' as of LI'Ju.r":]}a'
Was ]’-Tftl‘trngm: 0760 = 0] = eye ]fiw! E}-"L:! :\TL th? same fime, Ih.{‘ possibility
SOrt ;.'fad(’%“'d that i_.]LIH 0jeo, _x.-g'-:;fmm. or !-rr-ﬁm'fu_m 11'11,L_ﬂ'l.t be a 5‘11.1"\'1\"1.11 of sorne
pre-columbian Guarani sorcery or witcheraft (MoxNTOyA's classical
T :L"::;J de IZL. Lcn__r;gua} Guaranf” shows.that more than one ‘scrrl Was pr;wiisecl'},
Ma“:m.tl'rmatum_ a}-’aulalulv on the :mhj'clct may not be sufficient to prove Ll‘us
ity of [‘}'I“.- and it is not the |1].Irllﬁ.~ii-'||[?1 the present paper to uphold the valid-

lat proposition, my object being as follows:

In August 1959 a group of Guayaki Indians placed themselves under

Fh(. Protec

i tion of the Paraguayan Government. It is known to ri[li:tfiiL]th.‘? that,
c”ﬂETIE: ot Tllc numberless \‘oli}m(-s which have been wr'il ten on Tupi-Guarani
gmum-;:'ul lﬁtlt}\\tlt"hdg(_' both of the Enngnage.‘_aml the spiritual culture of thr*!-.‘st--
. w0 S very deficient. I therefore suggested, at the Jornadas de Arqueologia
innq:ll:iwmia. Buenos Aires, November 1960, that interested countries might
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m{._ll.nl_i:'\'Flll'l'u.-jl um'.. An appeal to thfk same (.-_ftm:t :.\TLH later :1Li_d le.ai to .1.l|.r--
‘i'-'Tlnar'] _]ffllil.l ( r_mm_ulm_- on Ur;_;r-jn I;L‘I||}1:';1ng1cul .[\:'.'H!'.'[-ll‘r_"?l (||I-.TT\T*_-.1H'_LJJE'_1L\.
Urgen ]- .‘le. a brief sketch of Guayaki mythology, .t‘}_l”illg :1.t.1n='-nl'1:_rn to f;_ln-
ﬂm(‘ri(-a:“"d fm. L'Qst;:a.-.'lzl'L has been sent ti.‘ the [1‘;51111‘““ F'I'llJ.]“,:L‘llI:":lil lll].llt'l'—
Maion :'-‘ (I'illi-xh'.r.}_;, he present study has the same object in \)m'. the }ninr_—
;lmvaki-Unmuu-:,l in Paraguayan I'nl_l-:lr:n' and Mbya, C ]1]?’11‘!&, | m—h&llo\-'u.:lnd
fll.-',-fja'(',,,_‘l_&“ myth and legend regarding or connected with ojeo, ye-jharu, or

Irces in order that exhaustive field work by competent professionals

Will, I am sure, provide a convincing argument in favour of extensive
i ﬁELulltes by specialists, to investigate the spiritual culture of the surviving
PGuarani remnants.
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