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Traditions die hard. This is nowhere better illustrated than at r“l‘}‘a

kota !, a large village 27 miles north of Bellary. To the south of the villagé "
range of granite hills on which a number of “madegrounds” of neol lithic “1111‘.
have been located, A small scale excavation conducted by the writer under o
direction of Dr. H. D. SANKALIA and a study of the life and traditions @
“Bovas”, a local community, revealed that a number of neolithic eleme™
could be found to survive among the Boyas up to this day.
Boyas ? are a semi-hunting community. They are variously kI

q0WH &

Bedars, Byadars and Byedas — all meaning hunters. Byada in fact is & L"’rﬂt 2
tion of the sanskrit word vyadha. They are also known as “Valmikas UrT“ l
ort

descendants of Valmiki who was himself a vyadha. Boyas form the méa)
population of the Bellary district and particularly of Tekkalakota®. Jof ‘
The study of some of the traditions, customs and the modes of VI8 ts

this community makes one wonder whether these Boyas are not the descemn <

of the neolithic folk who lived on these castellated granite hills 4000 years ©

It is well known that the neolithic people of Chitradurga, Bellary and Rai®” o |
districts of Mysore state and the adjacent districts of Andhra Pr-uioﬂh B
on such castellated hills as the sites of Brahmagiri, qlm[,,tmdkdllll af
Piklihal and now Tekkalakota have demonstrated. The study of the hut 10"
skeletons of some of these has shown that the neolithic people have @ ! ﬂ;\,p
Austroloid element in them ‘. Quite a number of adult, human skeleton® pat

4 s M
been excavated at Tekkalakota. A preliminary study of these has show!
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* Francis, W., Madras Gazetteer. Bellary 1904, p. 70.
* Of the 11000 population, Boyas are 7000 in number
Y Bulletin of the Depaviment of Anthrvopology. 9: 1960, p. 24




