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Introductory Remarks

This paper is intended as an exercise in the description and analysis of
kinship. Lorna Marshall’s material on !Kung kinship has been chosen for
Wo reasons: Her presentation combines a wealth of interesting material with
a relatively unpretentious analysis, leaving many questions open and, in some
Ca ses, challenging alternative explanations. Methodologically, this brief re
Analysis and re-interpretation of Marshall’s account will make use of “com-
 P°riential analysis” as applied to kinship by Goodenough (1956). It will
 become clear that a paradigmatic (componential) presentation of a set of kin
ter ms can serve, at least, as a useful formulation of some of the problems for

a rialysis, although it does not provide the solution. This is in reply to criticism


