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There are only three major published sources of comparative data on the
Aweikoma: Henry 1941 (1964) 1 , Paula 1924, and Nimuendaju 1946. Henry
spent thirteen months in the held between 1932 and 1934 and learnt the native
language, but Paula probably spent less time among the Aweikoma and his
grasp of the language is accordingly weaker. His study was conducted sometime
before 1923. Nimuendaju’s few notes are taken from data set down in an

unpublished letter, dated November 17, 1933, written by Eduardo Hoerhan,
an administrator of the Aweikoma in the Duque de Caxias reservation. He had
been in close contact with Aweikoma society for over twenty years.

3. The Kaingang, today numbering between three thousand and five
thousand, are a society of hunters, food collectors, and agriculturalists who live
in scattered reservations in the four southern states of Brazil: Sâo Paulo,
Paraná, Santa Catarina, and Rio Grande do Sul. At one time several Kaingang
subtribes inhabited the Misiones region in eastern Argentina. Linguistically,
the Kaingang belong to the southern branch of the Gê-speaking peoples, as do
the Aweikoma. The tribe is composed of numerous subtribes, some of which are

 completely politically independant while others are under the suzerainty of a
militarily more powerful one. Each, however, is under the leadership of a chief.

The Aweikoma, today numbering about two hundred and reduced to only
one subtribe, that living at the Duque de Caxias reservation, are a society of
hunters, food collectors, and agriculturalists who, before their pacification by
the Brazilians in 1914, were forest nomads inhabiting the eastern part of
Santa Catarina. In that year a subtribe was settled into the Duque de Caxias
reservation, near Blumenau. In 1934 a second subtribe was reported to be

living to the south of the Posto da Uniâo which lies to the west of the Duque de
Caxias reservation but nothing substantial has ever been published on this
subtribe.

4. A preliminary, though important, note on nomenclature is relevant at
this stage, for undoubtedly one reason for the confusion between the Kaingang
and the Aweikoma lies in the prolificity of names that have been applied to
these two societies.

 Those which have been applied to the Kaingang are legion and include
the following: bugre (a pejorative employed to denote any wild Indian tribe),
coroado (a term derived from the Brazilian word “coroa” which means “crown”
and which refers to the tonsure worn by several tribes) and coronado (the
Spanish version of “coroado”). These names are too wide in their applicability
to be considered suitable potential names for the Kaingang. The names kamé,
cayurukre, and votoro, are the respective designations of three social classes
in each Kaingang subtribe and not the names of particular subtribes themselves
though many older authorities mistakenly use these terms in the latter sense.

1 In the present essay all the page references to Jungle People concern the 1964

reissue.


