Chokwe Masks and Franciscan Missionaries in Sandoa, Belgian Congo, ca. 1948 -
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1985: figs. 60-61).7 It is in the same region in Franciscan Missionaries among the Chokwe in
K;l!ﬂnga that Belgian Franciscan missionaries were Katanga
active,
The Chokwe heartland is in northeastern Angola
between the Kwango and Kasai Rivers. Chokwe
history goes back to the 16th or the 15th century,
W when Lunda chiefs invaded present-day Angola
7 (_:'u\\-le]_\- also collected a number of objects during his field gpd cmquEl‘E‘d the local people. The Chokwe grad-
research, which s ar v a . - - 3 1 -
vu:'uit::.f\::m]tir are |1|I';m.;r1]l} .Llllttn. Lowie Mum.l_l.lml. l,l_m ually Llcvclupcd their own culture. It is believed
ity —alifornia, Berkeley. The objects that Frobenius e Nl s : g e 2
and Himmelheber collected are in both public and private tI:%t _Chnkm._ art reac hcdl its pc.l_k_ when great
collections (Zwemnemann und Lohse 1985: fig. 167; Gardi  chiefdoms with a centralized political authority
{1:':5@; I11). Another noteworthy old collection of Angolan developed in Angola during the 18th and 19th cen-
grﬁr.t.\;”:::fllc:‘“.“”““'” and art is that gathered by Alfred — pries. This political evolution was accompanied
~EHHCILZADE] during a collecting expedition for the Museum . ki i 2 conrr stule aimsd ot craltiig
fir Volkerkunde, Berlin, in 1913~ 14 (Schachtzabel 1923; 0¥ the birth of a court style aimed at exalting the
see also Heintze 1995). In 103233 Théodore Delachaux  Sovereign. In the scclund half of the 19th century,
assembled a Chokwe collection in Angola for the Musée  the Chokwe population grew enormously, and at
t:{ftlt:nng,r;lphw. Neuchitel (Delachaux et Thiébaud 1934; the end of that century they had expanded into
ae 992 see also Faleavretes .25 79 o . : £ . .
ehr 1992; see also Falgayreues 1988: 25, 32). A couple  he Bandundu, Kasai, and Katanga Provinces in
of masks collected by Delachaux were acquired by the aitadit De ratic Republic of the C
Museum der Kulturen, Basel, in 1934 (Gardi 1986: 1061, Presen i ant'm_l"“ cpublic of the .Ull]._g.-O_
109), [n the first decades of the 20th century, part of the
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