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In support of Rattray, it can be said that almost every prayer to idols
and ancestors contains references to God. These prayers are addressed to deities

which existed long before Christianity was introduced, and therefore must have
been in use before any Christian missionary had seen the land. Then there is the
fact that there exists a notable difference between the Christian God and the

Ashanti Nyankopon. For Christians, God is, above all, a Father, loving and for
giving, who himself governs the world. Onyankopon, on the other hand, is first of
all a powerful and just potentate, as can be judged from statements like: Onyan
kopon na watua no ka no "it is God who has punished him”. He rules the world

through his delegates, the lesser gods and the ancestors.
 Christians believe in only One True Son of God. Among the Ashanti, God

has many sons. The Ashanti call God Kwame. One would have expected them to
call him Akwasi (a man born on a Sunday) if he were the Christian God wor

shipped on Sundays. Again, why a people should attribute to a foreign deity
qualities which they have never dared apply to their own deities, is, to say the

least, inexplicable.
The Ashanti believe Onyankopon to be the Creator of everything including

their gods. If the conception of a Creator God were not native to them, a change
of attitude about the origin of these "idols” would be apparent somewhere; but
this is not the case.

The conclusion therefore is that these ideas about Onyankopon were not

imported from Christianity, and Danquah (1944, p. 39) is quite right in writing:
" Akan religious doctrine knows only one god. Everything else found in the land
in the form of religion, is nothing else but superstition. ”

2. Minor Gods

a) Their Existence

To demonstrate the Ashanti belief in the existence of minor deities, there

is no better argument than the fact that their shrines are found everywhere in
Ashanti. Every Ashanti village has its god; and every pagan house has objects
pointing to the acknowledgement of a god. Minor deities are therefore numerous
in Ashanti. They range from the great national gods to little private deities, and
fall roughly into one of four groups:

"(1). Those generally worshipped. . . by one or more tribes. These, which may be

termed General Deities, are few in number.
(2) . Those worshipped by the inhabitants of certain towns, localities, or districts.

These are the Local Deities. . . They are very numerous, every locality having several. . .

(3) . Those worshipped by smaller sections of the community, such as by special
families, or town companies. Each family or town company has its own deity of this class...

(4) . Those worshipped each by one individual" (Ellis 1887, p. 17 f.).

In practice, the individual being of necessity a member of a nation, a
tribe, a town, and of a locality, must needs be subject to gods from each group.

h) Names of Minor Gods

Deities of the first three categories above have only one generic name,
abosom (singular: obosom), and a multitude of proper names. It seems to Chris


