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The beginnings of Anthropos were not as simple
and uncomplicated as one might suspect, given
the positive" response to the first issue. These
beginnings are difficult to reconstruct in detail
even today. Nor did W. Schmidt himself leave us
a very reliable, let alone detailed, account of these
beginnings. He was not particularly concerned
with how history would perceive him. In any case
he did not make the task of his later biographers
any easier. 4

In the context of his own religious congrega
tion, the Society of the Divine Word, it was the
intention and enduring hope of Wilhelm Schmidt
to support and foster what we now understand as

multicultural exchange and interaction. Above all
else, the journal was to help the missionaries in a
twofold way, first as a forum or place where their
inestimable and otherwise unavailable knowledge
of other peoples and cultures could be published,
and secondly where they, for their part, would
have at their disposal a way of broadening their
knowledge of anthropology. The very first article
to appear in Anthropos pointed this out: “Le role
scientifique des Missionaires” (The Scientific Task
of the Missionaries) (Le Roy 1906). As a result, the
journal has always recognized that one of its noble
duties is to publish the anthropological work of
missionaries, even if this demands more editorial
work.

At first, Wilhelm Schmidt wanted to call his
journal Omnes Gentes or Orbis Terrarum - Gentes
et Linguae (“All Peoples” or “The Whole World -
Peoples and Languages”). After some discussion
back and forth he finally hit upon the less grandil
oquent title Anthropos - Internationale Zeitschrift
fiir Volker- und Sprachenkunde (“International Re
view of Ethnology and Linguistics”). Two in
fluential people encouraged and convinced him
of this. They were Paul Huber, at the time the
owner of Kdsel publishing house, and the other,
Karl Muth, the founder of the well-known and
renowned journal Hochland. Augustinus Fischer-
Colbrie, a Hungarian prelate and a good friend of
 the Society of the Divine Word at St. Gabriel’s in
Modling near Vienna, had originally suggested the
title. Wilhelm Schmidt had hit upon an excellent

4 Cf. Schmidt 1940-41: 19 ff.; as regards the discussion of
W. Schmidt’s life and work, especially the founding of
Anthropos, the following authors deal in some detail: Hen-
ninger 1956, 1979 a and 1979b; Rivinius 1981; Bornemann
1982; Brandewie 1982, 1983, 1990; Rivinius 2000 and
most recently again Rivinius 2005. Some letters of Arnold
Janssen related to the beginnings of Anthropos appeared in
Verbum 1966.

choice. The name Anthropos stood and still stands
today for the program of the journal. It concerns
itself with people and their cultures, with people
and the variety of cultures, and with people as they
engage with cultures. 5

The journal was supposed to be international.
It should be open to contributions in all the major
languages of the world; if at all possible, the
contributions should be published in the native
language of the authors. For example, in the very
first issue of Anthropos can be found French,
English, German, Spanish, Italian, and Latin. In
later issues, Dutch, Polish, and Portuguese articles
appear as well. The editors still place great value
on the fact that articles and other contributions,
whenever possible, be written in the language
of the authors. As a consequence, today English
predominates. In this respect, Anthropos stands
alone when compared with similar journals, more
 so today perhaps than ever.

From the beginning, Anthropos was a journal
that covered all regions of the earth and all fields
of anthropology. Discussions regarding theory and
methods have their place as well as broad ethno
graphic descriptions and documentation. It has
maintained its character as a storehouse of anthro

pological materials for libraries and institutes. So,
after 100 years it has become a veritable encyclo
pedia of anthropology. But just as the world has
changed over these years, so naturally has anthro
pology changed also. Yet it remains the science
of cultures, becoming truly pluralistic as far as its
methods, contents, and objectives are concerned.
Anthropos also shared in these developments. Af
ter a few years it had built up a solid reputation.
So now it belongs to one of the ten largest and
most important international reviews in the world.
To quote Arnold van Gennep again, his early
judgement still holds true: “Si cette Revue con
tinue comme elle commence, elle sera une mine

appréciable de documents de matériaux et même
un moyen commode pour les savants d’obtenir ...

des renseignements complémentaires” (van Gen
 nep 1906: 318). 6

5 W. Schmidt describes how Anthropos got its name in letters
to Hertling dated December 5, 1904, and April 17 and 24,
1905 (Rivinius 1981:91, 96, 98). The suggestion to call
the journal “Anthropos” certainly came from A. Fischer-
Colbrie (Schmidt 1940—41: 33); this title was originally
W. Schmidt’s third choice. It appeared to him to be too

foreign.
6 “If this journal continues in the same way it began, it will

become a formidable source of documentation and other

materials, and for specialists a convenient way to continue
their education.”


