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tension, an atmosphere which was not conducive
to ceremonial cooperation amongst the various re
ligious orientations. In the Flores region, including
Kedang, the majority converted to Catholicism,
although there were substantial conversions as well
to Islam. In the village of Leuwayang a fraction
held out and refused to convert to either religion.

At the period of my first research, those who
held to the older ceremonial forms could do so

only on an individual basis. Thus individuals might
have ceremonies held for themselves releasing
them from the prohibition on eating newly har
vested crops, particularly beans, but there were no
longer any collective rituals. Such persons were
stigmatized (as indeed they still are) by govern
ment officials and others as kuno, “old-fashioned,”
orang primitip, “primitives” and officially classi
fied as orang yang belum beragama, or “people
who do not yet have religion.” Villagers were
frequently exhorted by officials to change their cul
ture so that the village would become modem and
to participate in development, development being
the principal ideology of the Suharto dictatorship.
Similar exhortations were also made of course by
the expatriate and indigenous Catholic priests and
by elements within Islam.

To a degree which I could not specify, atti
tudes toward traditional ritual have softened over

the ensuing decades. At least governmental pol
icy toward indigenous cultures has changed in
various ways. Officials still distinguish between
agama, one or other of the world religions, and
adat or local custom or culture. The officially rec

ognized religions are Catholicism, Protestantism,
Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism. Suharto’s tacit
support of Javanese mysticism or kebatinan rep
resented in some eyes a deviation from official
policy (Schwarz 2004: 171). At first Hinduism was
not recognized as a religion because it lacked
a high god and a sacred book. Balinese intel
lectuals and religious officials launched a cam
paign to gain recognition for their Hinduism as
a religion, which was eventually successful in
1958 (Howe 2001:5, 147-149). Some communi
ties in the Tengger highlands of East Java came
into contact with Balinese and eventually obtained
recognition of their religion as Hinduism (Hefn
er 1985: 239-265; Beatty 1999: 219-235). Subse
quently other peoples also converted their religious
practices to Hinduism (Howe 2001: 150). In south
ern Borneo, the Dayak managed to obtain official
recognition for their minority religion (Weinstock


