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(now Respen Tubu), in the vicinity of the town of
Malinau - the district capital since 2003. Number

ing 2,400 (410 families in 2004), the Punan Tubu
are no longer nomadic. However, those living in
the upper Tubu River region (140 families) migrate
periodically for hunting and collecting forest re
sources. By contrast, those settled downstream for
the past thirty years cultivate rice and vegetables
which they sell at the market; some get financial
compensation from the logging and mining com
panies exploiting their land (see Levang, Dounias,
and Sitorus 2005).

The understanding of how Punan society works
requires an analysis of the history of the group
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