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1. Introduction

Over the past ten years I have published extensively on the Kaguru,
“aNtu-speaking people of east-central Tanzania (cf. 1967b, 1969, 19715),
" Several recent papers including one in this journal (1967a, 1968, 1970)
nfp]'f*s&nt various Kaguru oral histories; these emphasize e}special’ly the origin
S Eguru clans anbd the intc-nelatiunﬁhipg‘betwcm? various I\{tguru clans
Stmctetw‘ft‘“ the !\aguru and their matrilineal .nmghbours. I .d:scusr; the
ure and possible function of these legends in these preceding papers.
ir,;re Lalso note how Kaguru were often able to absorb members of neighbour-
a—ndg:}?um because of the similarity in clan names ;u}d legends bt-:twcc-rr? t.hem
b, es'»‘. others. This suggests that Kaguru belief in the common origin of
‘-\'e.&L Various peoples may be founded on some historical truth. Surprisingly,
POssess little ethnographical detail of clanship amongst most of the peoples
dNzania, even though this is an essential tool required before we may
*S much of the social and historical information available for this area.
ﬂle,]:;y survey of this culture area (19672) 1 indicate where clan lis‘t’s, although
4re incomplete, are available for the Luguru, Zaramo, Vidunda and
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