A Transformative Movement
Among the Campa of Eastern Peru

Joux H. BonLEy

Contents:

1. Theoretical Background
Campa Relative Deprivation

. Armed Resistance

The Transformative Movement
. Conclusions

Lh = L ba

The Arawak speaking Campa Indians occupy an extensive territory in
the upper Ucayali region of the Peruvian montafa and are one of the largest
native groups remaining in the entire Amazon basin. During the past three
hundred years they have been subjected to various degrees of Western influenc®
vet have notoriously resisted assimilation. In 1742 under the military leader
<hip of the “Inca Messiah”, Juan Santos Atahuallpa, the Campa overthrew the
Franciscans who had established a number of missions in their territory. Whef
White penetration again became a serious threat in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, an unsuccessful Campa uprising occurred and \\'1‘-_5‘
followed by an unusual religious movement which rejected much of the tradi
tional culture in favor of Christianity and sought a total transformation of the
world.

1. Theoretical Background

The Campa movement described here is perhaps best understood DY
consideration of ABERLE’s (1966) theoretical discussion of social movements:
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This paper is based on two months field work in 1966 at the Shahuaya .‘-sm-'c—ulli"i-‘“_
Adventist mission near Bolognesi in the province of Coronel Portillo. The research W&
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