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Whereas we possess a copious store of information on many of the

indigenous cultures of Indonesian Timor, much of Portuguese Timor is virtu
ally an ethnographic blank b Thus one day during my period of fieldwork
among the Eastern Tetum peoples 2 , finding myself in the company of a Ti-
niorese man claiming knowledge of two of the least known peoples on the
island - the Cairui and Uai Ma’a - I seized the opportunity of commencing

fheir ethnographic record, particularly since owing to their habitat being
unusually difficult of access (even by Timorese standards) they are among

1 See Hicks 1972a. - I wish to thank the State University of New York Research
Foundation for providing a Grant-in-Aid which enabled me to carry out library research

into the present state of our ethnographic knowledge on the cultures of Timor. The lack
°f such data on the Cairui and Uai Ma’a has prompted me to bring together my notes on

these two peoples.
2 A grant from the London Committee of the London-Cornell Project For East

a nd South East Asian Studies which is supported jointly by the Carnegie Corporation of
New York and the Nuffield Foundation enabled me to undertake the fieldwork upon

^hich the present essay is based, and I owe a weighty debt of gratitude to the Committee.
Us chairman at the time was Professor Maurice Freedman, now Professor of Social

Anthropology and Fellow of All Souls at the University of Oxford, who deserves my
es pecial thanks for his continual encouragement of my Timorese enterprise. The Junta de
Investigates do Ultramar, under President Carlos Krus Abecasis, gave me every
assistance in my quest for official permission to work in Portuguese Timor, and I wish to
e *press my grateful indebtedness to both President Abecasis and the Ministerio do Ultra
mar for their kind consideration of my request. I am particularly happy to acknowledge
the help given me by my friend, Senhor Rui Cinatti, who among many favours was
mstrumental in my obtaining governmental consent for the expedition. An earlier award
made by the Frederick Soddy Trust also contributed to the productivity of my fieldwork,
atl d to members of the Trust go my sincerest thanks. Dr. Ian Glover, currently on the
Uculty of the University of London, I should like to thank for the hospitality he contin-
Ual U gave me, and it was directly due to his generosity in arranging transportation that
1 found myself in a position to collect the information recorded in this essay. Finally,
fhough he will hardly see these words in print, I wish to acknowledge the courtesy of my
Patient informant who provided these data.
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