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apical Rasal sonant in the Tamil examples of M. Prererer's book is traditionally repre-
Sehtad by fu{ and in Kurux examples by [x/ (in Tamil examples fn/ is a dental sonant),
'j\": 'egards the meaning of /u/ in other languages, the reader may guess it himself. 'I'llv.'
‘I‘iinu: Ean be said about [w/ (a labio-dental sonant in Gendi), v/ (a h“ﬂ_f““l g?ona.nt i
engo and o labio-dental sonant in other languages), and some other designations. The
basic Féquirement made of any scientific transcription is that one and the same sound
alwa g be denoted by one and the same sign and that one and the same sign always denotes
"8 and the same sound, The neglect of this requirement in the book, the basic content
of whigh consists in describing sound correspondences, creates unjustified difficulties f.ﬁt'
the feader. The transcription used in the reviewed book can serve as an example of a
tradition in Dravidology which should not be adhered to.
M. Prererer considers the historic phonelogy of Kurux the topic of his 1'95‘.:»;.|I:'c].|.
But Kurux is not a written langnage and consequently lacks history. Therefore it is
EL.;“H“_V impossible to write a historical phonology of this language as it is to write its
Nistorica] grammar. Tn reality, the author of the book operates not with historically
H0Cumen e forms of the [{1!‘!'”\' langnage but mainly with sound correspondences _I“"
"Ween he present state of the Kurux language and other Dravidian languages, illClIJ(lIII!g
. © Teconstructed Proto-Dravidian state. The author’s principal achievement just consists
1!! |Izn.-'1;|[g established a maximal number of 1-eg111:1_r sound correspondences between
TUX and the Proto-Dravidian state. The two main chapters of the book are t-lmljcal't?rl
:;’tlt]“-‘ Problem; the second chapter (“Kurux Phonemes and '1']1::"1-1: .U.H'i'f‘-"‘l“’“dm“3“'3 Al
- T Dravidian Languages”, pp- 13-141) and the third chapter (“The Development of
Mg Phonemes out of Those of Proto-Dravidian”, pp. 142-166). The author has con-
Reted o great work and systematically, phoneme after phoneme, analyzed the whf)]e
“MBUage material he had at his d isposal. As a result, he has received such a comprehensive
Plctyyre of sound cc rrespondences for the Kurux language which is not available at present
Cany other Dravidian language. In particular he has established a considerable number
P‘-“'-‘jtlfmally conditioned regular correspondences (varions types of compensatory
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“[“‘H“”Tl of short vowels, nasalization of short vowels following a labial consonant and
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[},u'ed'ﬂg the sonant y, numerous variants of reflecting Proto-Dravidian consonants, etc.)

clj‘:rrij"'r_“]ure, he has determined the correspondence of the Prn.tu—llrm-ic‘li:m "‘k—:j?\u_r.
ot %/ a0, g (pp. 149-150), disproved M, B. Emexeav’s rule which says that the | r(.‘rln-
VYidian s, preceding thé vowels & and & is reflected in Kurux, Malto, and Brahui as
'Pp. 66 67, 119); he is the first one to have reconstructed a considerable number of
rutrh]’r:“’ilha.n roots.,
- One of M. Prerrrer’s undoubtful achie\fen}en.ts ;b his outline T_){ tt!‘;(l'lvn'l_u:g?nc,c T:‘
ang ;‘Tj.rux phoneme [of from Ja/ (under the assimilating 1]_I|111|31'I(_'t‘ of Lht.' 0 mx‘nfg L I:;i;.l.
.“__-_J«lsul on this thesis his very convincing reconstruction of t%lr: ]?:fbl l.lc‘ns%. 1041."1)'1'1?4-4),
J"E”E_Fr‘rl'ls like orghan ‘I climbed' dapgikan *argikan from arg- t_‘.l Tlll:‘lg (]ijnp-fun:;-- i k.“-
ll?’!’fﬂ-]:;i’t:l H.Eld here his reconstruction of the prt'sen}ft?nje' l[f_uzr-:lzilrgrl_[p-l-m” & “:,n i
g ‘they ] sk I '§ i 2 ' - 5 - -} X
Othey ”“":;.!:Mfmf* they gfr'm.:? m' analogy T.n u_} _f..H (‘H g
> specialized observations and reconstructions. : . :
of For the first time in Dravidology, M. PFEIFFER |_1l1r'es:cn1ia_la:€ﬂ‘—s_‘.ca;]:.e:r]:ee:?ga'f:m;
o Alternation of vowels (Raf*e/*i, *al*a, *o/*i, *a[*c, *a[*5, *&[*T, *i[i, *o[*u) ani
;jl}&u:llantﬁ (*h-f"s-, - f®, ®yu[Epe,  Fp-en-, #ap- %=, i__h_ft_;.__],'t_yjl‘.- "E'f'-f-f‘—.}-‘-‘
‘f::fi ;'?-f._;_' ®op-[*-l-[*-p-, etc)) in reconstructed I'um_ls of l-_‘mte.:] ;.'I'-'l\-“lrllﬂn 'I‘lJ[Tti"l{']]L\lt‘-
"-‘ni‘:' hay ‘hand’, where *af*s alternate in the position ban)r't: V) {.nfnvr_tu!mtc_a_:; 1:
“WM:“S _unc]hﬂ_r if he understands such l'f‘.-.‘ulllﬁtl'ucted -.“;trm.mnl:ls 1]:“3\: Loe;ll_lu;lﬂ
u;‘b;',,.“‘,r_ulrm'au.\' (like the forms by-jber-{bir-{boy- in the ]_'{ussum brat ‘to ttl e rwt 4 ,I'”‘".]
Whicy tra.;'-'.q_-,lt"I'_ athor ‘selection’) or — at least in f_'t_‘]—tH]Il.i!'rl.!iP!S —asa dcifl?ltt lrin . L_'ul. s
C -0;1' "tn the present level of knowledge, the I'(.-c.n'nst:rucllm_'i_c:mnut go (like, e. p',.,._njlnn..m?
= With oot *if%e, *uf*o and a following *a in the sufhx syllable), In any case, in a
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I, Mber of examples one can establish a diachronical connection between the suggested
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fas “Aants. Thus, e, g., among the forms *waf-[*ot-*ut- (p. 34), the oldest one is *of
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M Kurny adx- *to release'); ™t~ (as in Tamil wtafe- ‘to shake off') appears in the lan




