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Summarium. - Maui, the famous culture-hero and trickster of Polynesia, so far
has been believed to be absent from Easter Island folklore. The rediscovery of certain
motifs in the oral traditions at Hangaroa dealing with the snaring of the sun (in order
to facilitate orderly cooking in the earth-oven) aroused interest in the problem whether
Bongorongo-inscriptions might not have dealt with Maui too.

In the course of the steadily proceeding decipherment of Easter Island writing
at Tübingen University detailed results were obtained in elucidating passages on the
tablet “Tahua” and among the group of those three tablets which preserve the so-called

Great Tradition” stemming from literate immigrants arriving from Central Polynesia.
Maui is there defined as child of Hina and Tangaroa. Rongorongo-inscriptions possess cer

 tain curious parallels to the cryptic wording of the Hawaiian Kumulipo chant, e. g. motifs
°f the dart-game. The most important result of this study consists in discovering a chap
ter dealing with ten suns, corresponding both to a calendrical decade and to ten solar

Positions in the diurnal sky, linked with ten lunations of human gestation, corresponding
to ten phases in the development of the embryo in the whole course of pregnancy. Struc
tural analysis reveals a consequent dualistic pattern of male and female influences at
Work. Maui’s rôle as a supernatural hero fundamentally derives from his foetal quality
during the first seven months of pregnancy; evidently, he loses his power once a baby
is ready to be born.

Thus, Rongorongo-texts again prove their value of a repository of most ancient
Polynesian traditions by having preserved a special pregnancy calendar forgotten else
where. Further motifs of Maui concern his relations to four main cultigens, to the moon

a nd the water-of-life, and to the fire-god. In addition, some data pointing at the Kaitan-
gata-Hema-Tahaki cycle are presented as invitation to future research.
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