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guages in the northern part of the Morobe District and the south-eastern part of the
Madang District. In earlier stages of research the Finisterre-Huon languages were first
regarded as a microphylum, then later as a stock. Since the discovery of the Trans New

Guinea Phylum in 1970, of which the Finisterre-Huon languages form a part, the author
prefers to call these languages a “group” rather than to assign a taxonomic label. The
Finisterre-Huon language group includes now sixty-four languages constituting ten fami
lies and a stock level isolate.

The primary goal of this study is to show that the languages share enough features
to allow one to conclude that they bear a close genetic relationship. The lexical interrela
tionships of these languages has been illustrated by the author in earlier publications. A
secondary goal is to stimulate research and to provide features which may be sought for
in other posited groups of non-Austronesian languages (p. 2.)

Four languages of the Finisterre sub-group and five of the Huon sub-group and
the Kovai Isolate have been selected for illustration because more detailed studies in

some of these languages have been undertaken by members of the Summer Institute of
Linguistics. Features of the phonology, the noun and verb structure which are similar

throughout the languages are compared, described and illustrated in a precise and
manageable way. But a few cases lack clarity. Paragraph 3. 4. (p. 11) does not clearly
indicate where the form is derived from in the vernacular. The exemples for Kb and Kt
languages in paragraph 1,3 seem at first hand not to support the morphophonemic changes
as described in that paragraph, but footnote 4 (p. 6) gives further information on the
neutralization process in syllable final position. Hardly understandable is his hypothesis:
“the verb morphology in the proto-language simply consisted of suffixes indicating person,
number and tense/mode’’ (p. 59).

Despite some shortcomings, this study is an excellent contribution to the study of
New Guinea linguistics. The student in comparative linguistics will learn verj r much from
carefully studying this publication. J. A. Z’graggen


