Laxmiai — A Mothergoddess of the Deccan*

TrauDE VETSCHERA

Contents:

1. The Goddess
1.1. Laxmiai
1.2. Mariai
1.3. Adimei

. The potraj

1. The Duties of the potraj

2. The Story of Origin of the pofraj-Institution
-3. The patraj's Costume

A Installation of a New potraj

According to the Census of India of 1961, Shevgaon Taluka in Ahmed-
nagar District, in the Indian State of Maharashtra, has a population of 104 207.
Of these 12,589, belong to the Scheduled Castes. Among them the Mahars and
the Mangs are the most numerous. Both Mangs and Mahars belong to the so-
called former “Untouchables™ of India. Untouchability has been legally abol-
ished by a provision passed by the Constituent Assembly of independent India
on Nov. 29, 1948 (ZeLr1oT 1972: 69)

Certainly, changes have taken place since then in the attitude of the
caste-Hindus towards the former Untouchables during the last few decades,
but still the gap between the different communities is wide. Thus in Shevgaon
and its surroundings the living quarters of the Ex-Untonchables are still set
well apart from the village proper; usually they have separate wells to fetch
their drinking water, and separate temples to worship their gods.

* The material presented in this article was collected during a field-research in
and around Shevgaon {Sheogaon), a town of approximately 10 000 inhabitants in Ahmed-
nagar District in the Indian State of Maharashtra. T wish to express my gratitude to
Mr. ANprREWS MaGaR for helping me in collecting the informations, to Prof. Dy, STEPHEN
lruens, Bombay, for his advice, and to Miss Syrvia AxDERSON for revising the manuscript




