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* This paper was originally written for Thor Heyerdahl on his 60th birthday.-

It is also dedicated to the memory of the eskimologist Louis L. Hammerich.
The idea to conclude the present subject which I had worked with for a while in the

past came to me in Honolulu at the First International Conference on Comparative Austro-
nesian Linguistics, January 2-7, 1974, where I met stimulating ideas. I am indebted to
Statens Humanistiske Forskningsrad for having financed my participation in this Confe
rence. I am grateful to Ibero-Amerikanisches Institut, Preußischer Kulturbesitz, (West)-
Berlin, for xerox copies, and to Skoleinspektor Gerh. Olsen (of Gadstrup Bibliotek) for
having helped me with my, sometimes “strange”, book wishes.

As for the reconstructions of Proto-Austronesian (PAN), these are generally based
on Dempwolff, with ‘, i. e. “weicher Vokal-Ein/Zwischen/Absatz”, eliminated (cf. Dahl
1973: 19-23) ; Proto-Polynesian reconstructions are usually drawn from Walsh and

Biggs (1966).


