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On the central-eastern and southeastern shores of Lake Victoria, and on

two islands in the mouth of the Gulf of Kavirondo (Winam Gulf) reside certain
patrilineage-based groups known collectively as the Basuba. This paper re
counts the memory of an epic struggle on Rusinga and Mfangano Islands; the

* The research on which this paper is based was conducted in 1969, 1973, and 1977

adding up to a total of eight months in South Nyanza; it was funded by the Frederick
Soddy Trust, the American Philosophical Society, and the Canada Council, to which I
give thanks. Great thanks are also due to the then Chief of Rusinga (the late Zemakiah

Wakiaga), and to the present Chiefs of Mfangano (Ephraim Okal), Kaksingiri (Peter
Odoyo), Gembe (Damianus Ajwang), and Gwasi (Romanus Omuto), and, of course, to
the Government of Kenya for making it possible. I was assisted at various times by
Gideon Kimko Misasa, Melchio Odhiambo, Paul Otieno, and Daniel Odongo Kikonya;
nothing could have been done without them.

The oral accounts derived from the research have been transcribed and translated

into English and are bound in a collection called ‘Basuba Historical Narratives’ which is

deposited in the library of the Institute of Social Anthropology, Oxford University; the
library of the University of Nairobi; and the library of Simon Fraser University, Vancou
ver, Canada. In this paper reference is made to specific documents in this collection by

the prefix ‘D’ followed by the appropriate index number.


