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1. Introduction

The Kuruvas (or Kurubas) are a shepherd community inhabiting the
 e hii-arid regions of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh in Southern India. Like

e groups of Kurubas (as they are called in Karnataka) and some groups of

Sert^ n ^ ars * n Maharashtra (Sontheimer 1975: 139-170), living in a similar
-and environment, they are either nomadic or practise transhumance

l eacj ln ^ l ar § e flocks of sheep from one pasture to the other. They now
a symbiotic life with the settled farmers and maintain themselves by the

j^ a - The authors express their thanks to Messrs. B. S. Muralidhar Reddy and E. V.

p 0 . ra Sarma, Mine Owners at Betamcherla, whose local help made these investigations
e ’ Thanks are also due to Mr. E. V. Sujata Sarma, Managing Partner of the South

era j an Mineral Co., Betamcherla, who took keen interest in our work and helped us in sev-

t° thg 3^ 8 * n Mudy of Kuruva traditions at Balapälapalle. G. D. Sontheimer is obliged
le Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft for financial help received in the year 1977.


