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1. Introduction

SEn]i-j\th I{T_‘lﬂl\’a:i {nr Kurubas) are a shepherd can.lmunit:\_.r inhabit'ing i.:hc
Some n re_glons, of Karnataka and Andhreg Pradesh in Southern India. Like
o eroups of Kurubas (as they are called in Karnataka) and some groups of
%r:i"fﬁzs in I}-Iahamshtra (SONTHE:_m-rF.R 1975: .13{)—17(1}, li.ving in a similar
]T'im-inrrl ‘.t:n\'mmment, they are either nomadic or practise trau}s‘hmnance
ead ai }'vlﬂf la?rg{.t ﬂnc_ks of sheep from one pa.sture.tn t.ht\ other. They now

Symbiotic life with the settled farmers and maintain themselves by the
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