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Some Aspects of Reciprocal Exchange:
Economic Organization in Aruba (Netherlands Antilles)

AxN Marie PoweRrs and Joun H, PHALEX
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of New York, Stony Braok, N. Y. 11794} Cardale, N, Y. 11769)

This essay attempts to analyze food crop cultivation and the reciprocal system of
paga lwmba on Aruba, Netherlands Antilles !. Utilizing many of the theoretical ideas put
forth by Karr Poranvi (1944; 1957; 1968) and Cravpe LeEvi-STrauss (1963; 1969) Wwe
examine how food crop production has been institutionalized within the Aruban economy
and how the relations of production are reproduced by a comparable preferential marriage
system.

Aruba is located in the Caribbean Sea approximately eighteen miles north of the
Paraguana Peninsula of Veneznela. The island is oriented in a northwest/southeast
position and measures nineteen miles long and six miles across at the widest point. Unlike
its sister islands of Bonaire and Curagao, Aruba is actually an elevation of the South
American continental shelf rather than an oceanic island. Voleanie rock, limestone and
coral comprise most of Aruba, Southeast tradewinds generally prevail constantly except
during October-November, the growing season. The winds keep the mean temperatuf®
at 820 F. Few trees grow on Aruba. Wind and rain erosion are extensive. Rainfall i3
generally unreliable as it is in most of the Lesser Antilles (Ocnusg 1958: 74). Maost of the
rain comes during October-November and sometimes extends into December. A 111i|'1'Jfl
rainy season occasionally occurs in July. Rainfall is highly variable with an average ok
17" annually (Grzen 1974: 9), The soil cover is thin, gravelly, saline and alkaline. Little
humus accumulates. Aruba's climate can best be characterized as semi-clesert like.

Since Aruba is populated by various ethnic factions; it should be made clear that
this essay concerns itself with the two elements of the native Aruban ]mpulatiuni the
Sephardic descendant elite and Indian descendant commoners {PHALEN 1977: 44735
19796; 1980).

! Aruba, Bonaire, and Curagao comprise the Papiamentu speaking Leeward Islands
of the Netherlands Antilles. The remaining three English speaking islands of the state
are Saba, St. Eustatius, and half of St. Maarten (the other half is under French c.:}ni-n)]r,'I‘
The fieldwork upon which this essay is based was conducted between 1969-1976. We
wish to thank Davin Hicks for his comments and criticism of an earlier draft, We als?
thank Pepro Carrasco and Louls Farox for their advice.




