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Atuot collective representations apropos relations between the sexes in
marriage accord closely with impressions one gains of their actual behavior.
In this essay I describe a variety of forms which marriage takes in Atuot society
and discuss what is most commonly cited for as the cause of its dissolution.
This is followed by some selected texts collected from adult women and men
in response to the querry, “What are the relations of a wife and husband [hut
kam den; lit.: what is between them) and how do they come to quarrel?
[ku guac thuke ihok; lit.: what makes their words go in opposite directions, o r
contradict). Many Atuot songs and folktales convey related images of this
relationship, though that material awaits the attention of a separate essay-
The present article can be compared with works by Lienhardt (1963), EvaNS-
Pritchard (1945, 1948, 1950, 1951), Howell (1953, 1954), Santandrea
(1977), Gough (1971), Huffman (1931), and Deng (1971, 1972) for the Nilotic
world, and more generally, with reference to the burgeoning literature on the

position of women in society.

* The Atuot are a group of Nilotic speaking pastoralists estimated to number
35,000, living west of the Nile in Lakes Province of the Southern Sudan. Field research nr
Atuotland (October 1976 - November 1977) was made possible through grants provided
by the Social Science Research Council (New York) and the Wenner-Gren Foundation
 for Anthropological Research, to whom I am most grateful. Mr. Telar Deng offered in
valuable assistance in the course of this research. A more detailed account of Atuot relation

ship terminology and marriage is included in a monograph in preparation. The present
 brief essay is more a consideration of moral and emotive facets of the relations between

the sexes than a formal analysis of Atuot marriage.


