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Abstract. - There are numerous ways of studying architectural space. One uncommon

approach is the study of the meaning and use of space, a given cultural artefact, as a socio
cultural process. Using cues provided by some social anthropologists, the author presents
the findings of a cross-cultural study of the design and use of domestic facilities for cook
ing and eating food in England and Australia during the last two centuries. Some his
torical, literary sources, such as health and housing legislation, evidence of the evolution of
domestic technology, records of family life by historians and novelists, have been studied in
the context of each country. This material has been complemented by ethnographic studies of
the design and appropriation of space in a sample of sixty houses in each country. These
houses were constructed by local governments in a western suburb of Adelaide, South Austra
lia, and in Cherry Hinton, Cambridgeshire. This article compares and contrasts the design,
meaning, and use of domestic facilities in each country by employing the binary codes of
clean / dirty, front / back, day / night, public ¡private, and symbolic / secular. In conclusion,
it is suggested that the classification and coding of domestic space and activities can provide
useful guidelines for practicing architects and planners.

Introduction

This paper presents the findings of a comparative case study of the evol
ving built form and use of houses, specifically facilities for cooking and eating
food. It is possible to explain the meaning and use of these domestic facilities
by comparing those provided for families of the same socio-economic rank in

Roderick J. Lawrence, graduated in Architecture from the University of Adelaide,
South Australia in 1972. He was awarded the Lawson post-graduate research fellowship by
the Royal Australian Institute of Architect’s in 1974 which he completed at St. John s College
Cambridge (England) between 1975—1977, with a research dissertation titled The Organiza
tion of Domestic Space.” He is currently employed at the Ecole Poly technique FSder ale
Lausanne (Switzerland) on a research project funded by the National Swiss Science Founda-
tion, concerned with the relationship between man and the built environment. He has published
in English and French in Australia, the USA, and some European countries.

Anthropos 76. 1981 48


