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Older widows say they prefer not to remarry.
They claim that this is because the turmoil of one
husband was enough to last a lifetime. The actual
reason is that they want to maintain full control
over the household and property. There is also the
problem that a widow’s sons will object strenu
ously to the entry of another husband into the
household because they may be dispossessed of
the property. Thus widowhood tends to deprive a
 woman of a future role as a wife. At the same time,
this does not entail the loss of a sexual relation
ship. However, older widows prefer not to have
children by the visiting husband. Many are in any
case too old to resume the difficult burden of

childbearing.

Conclusion

Some of the causes of marital discord, such as
in-law interference in the patrilineal extended
family, are certainly associated with a continuing
Indian tradition, though this particular problem
may gradually diminish as young couples in
creasingly try to establish their own households as
 soon after marriage as possible. In many cases,
however, traditional cultural practices, particular
ly those subscribed to by the upper castes in India,
have been modified by local conditions. From the
very beginning the scarcity of Indian women on
the plantations was a barrier to traditional pat
terns of female subordination. Today, of course,
 many East Indian women go out to work, control
their own salaries, and have far more independen

 ce than their counterparts in India, The high
incidence of cruelty by husbands as a cause of
marital tension and separation may partly be
indicative of the decline in paternal authority and
the absence of more traditional, and less physical
ly severe, sanctions. Whether or not one regards
 the incidence of break-up of initial unions as high

 among the rural East Indians, what seems to be
distinctive about local patterns of marital dissolu
tion in comparison to pre-indenture conventions,
is the relative ease by which marriages may be
terminated and subsequent consensual unions
entered into. Separation followed by a second
union is simply taken as a matter of course.
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Abstract. - This paper examines contemporary patterns of
marital discord and dissolution among the East Indians in a
rural community in Trinidad. Evidence is presented on the
duration of marriage, the incidence of separation, causes of
separation, procedures for the termination of marriage, and
remarriage. These data are compared with similar data from
selected villages in Guyana and Surinam. Major causes of
marital conflict include in-law interference, cruelty and
neglect, and adultery. The risk of termination is highest in the
early years of marriage and approximately 20 % of initial
unions end in separation. Second unions, usually consensual,
are entered into as a matter of course and cause little adverse

public comment. The incidence of separation seems to be
slightly lower in this community than in East Indian villages
in Guyana and Surinam. [Caribbean, East Indians, Marria
ge and Family]
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