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Honigsammeln und Jagen
bei den Àlu-Kurumbas

Abstract. — The present paper informs about honey-gathering and hunting as
being undertaken by the Àlu Kurumbas, a tribe living in the Nilgiri Hills of South India.
 The paper opens with an introduction furnishing some general information about the Àlu-
Kurumbas. This is followed by a chapter, subdivided into two parts both of which give
detailed descriptions of the procedures observed in connection with collecting the honey
(a) of the rock-bee (Apis dorsata), and (b) of the forest-bee (Apis indica). These descrip
tions are complemented by making mention of various beliefs as well as by presenting

 some texts and songs along with translations all of which form relevant parts of the
honey-collecting activity. Another chapter which follows subsequently, deals with the
hunting procedures of this tribe as well as with the beliefs connected therewith, as far as
(a) bird hunting and (b) animal hunting are concerned. Both these chapters, moreover,
contain, among others, descriptive lists of the instruments used with regard to the respec

 tive activities. The materials presented in this paper were collected in the course of
extensive field research, which I carried out among the Àlu Kurumbas (as well as among
the Palu Kurumbas and Mudugas) during the period of May, 1974, to May, 1976, with
the financial support of the German Research Council. [South India; Ethnography,
Technology, Ritual, Folklore]

1. Einleitung

1.1 Die Älu-Kurumbas und ihr Schwesterstamm, die Pälu-Kurumbas, zählen
 neben den Todas, Kotas und Irulas zu den traditionellen Bevölkerungsgrup
pen der Nilgiri Hills Südindiens, die aufgrund einer untereinander streng ge
gliederten, von den Todas angeführten sozialen Hierarchie und wechselseitig
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