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Abstract, — The thesis of this essay is that Toynbee’s characterization of the
intelligentsia as ‘hated and despised’ by other members of its own culture, while at the
same time being regarded with contempt by the representatives of the alien culture which
is being imposed upon of the intelligentsia’s own culture, needs qualifying. This assertion
is based upon ethnographic evidence from the period 1966-1967 collected among people
living in the Viqueque region of eastern Timor, which was at that time a colony of Portu
gal. To establish this thesis a detailed facsimile of the local political organization is
provided, a description which also serves to provide the argument with its empirical
substance. The facsimile drawn additionally provides a point of departure for the com
parative study of the Luso-Timorese political organization, which evolved over the last
400 years, and the Indonesian-Timorese political syncretism presently being forged.
[Indonesia, Timor, Intelligentsia, Political History, Political Organization, Political Syn

cretism]

The intelligentsia, according to Arnold Toynbee (1947: 394), is a
category of person ‘bom to be unhappy’. Acting as mediators between two
cultures, its members suffer the ‘congenital unhappiness of the hybrid who is
an outcaste from both the families that have combined to beget him’ (ibid.).
Hated and despised by their own people, yet regarded with contempt by
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