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Abstract. — The Metis occupy a marginal place in contemporary Canadian society:
l n spite of their mixed ancestry they have not had access to the main course of socio
cultural development followed by White and Indian groups. This paper first outlines the
significant phases of Metis history and describes their emergence into the modem Euro-
Canadian world. Then a rural Metis community is given as an example of the economic
a nd cultural transition between traditional and modern lifestyles which is currently being
effected. Finally the study focuses on the difficulties met by contemporary Metis in
trying to preserve a distinct identity and on their ability to merge the two different
traditions from which their culture got its substance. Both a historical and an ethnographic
aPproach have been adopted, and wherever possible quotations are drawn from the
Works of Metis authors (Campbell, Cardinal, Daniels, Erasmus, Sealey and Fussier). [Half-
breeds, Acculturation, Multilingualism, Minorities]

1. The Concept of Metis

Halfbreeds exist throughout the colonized world, yet the Canadian
Metis, with perhaps the Cape Coloured and the Haitians, are unique in that
they were able to “successfully assert political and legal rights, for a period
at least, against the national government” (Daniels 1979a: 7). Those Metis,
who gave Canada her only semblance of Indian War with the 1885 Rebellion,
were the result of unions between French voyageurs, coureurs de bois,
or traders with Indian or Halfbreed women:

These first “half-breeds” were literally that, probably the offspring of Frenchmen
from Champlain’s company, which established Quebec in 1608, and of Indian
women among the Huron and Algonquin tribes (Howard 1974: 39).
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