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'This book takes its starting point with
the Mt. Rurun Movement, a cargo

cult-type popular religious movement
centred atYangoru in the East Sepik

Province of Papua New Guinea,
which has run from about 1969 to the
present. The tradition is investigated

to see how the village handles
change and development, and to see

how religious notions are looked for
in nearly all aspects of life. Traditional

initiation is chosen in the book as the
most useful perspective for studying

the tradition and change, and
religion as permeating life."

Patrick F. Gesch was born in Townsville,
Australia, in 1944. He joined the Divine Word
Missionaries and was ordained a priest in 1970.
He spent ten years working in the Negrie parish
of Wewak Catholic Diocese, first as parish
priest, and then doing research. This research
resulted in a doctorate from the Religious Studies
Department of the University of Sydney in 1982.
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