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powerful monarchs. A broader view of the
situation is therefore required, one which takes
full account of the new context created by the
imposition of colonial rule. Of particular impor
tance here is the historical process by which the
colonial presence was established over the
country as a whole. This story is too long and
too complex to be recalled here; for present
purposes the main point concerns the way in
which the different missionary societies entered
the country and established their respective
spheres of influence (Rotberg 1965). In this
way, to state the matter very baldly, Bemba
country became dominated at the centre by the
Roman Catholic White Fathers and at the

peripheries by the London Missionary Society
and the Church of Scotland, the Lozi came
under the powerful and lasting influence of the
Paris Evangelical Missionary Society, while the
Dutch Reformed Church came from Nyasaland,
on the invitation of Mpezeni, to establish their
mission in the Ngoni capital. The central and
Western parts of the country were the last to
come under missionary influence, and these
Were mostly small and relatively poor organiza
tions (see Map which shows how support for
Watchtower/Jehovah’s Witnesses fits in with
this pattern of distribution). Comparison of
these different areas in terms of the numbers of

schools and the kind of schooling provided
Would make the point quickly (see, on this
score, the table presented in Taylor and Leh
mann 1961: 23). What begins to emerge then is
a fairly general picture, the main outlines of
Which had been laid down before the onset of
colonial rule, but which the whole of the coloni-
a l experience served to perpetuate and indeed
to accentuate. In the period preceding the onset
°f colonial rule, certain strong tribal groups had
c ome to the forefront, dominating their imme
diate and weaker neighbours; in the days of pax
britannica these groups developed closer links
With the Administration with such benefits as
these brought; such stronger groups also served
as a magnet to the major missionary societies,
as I have just described.

In these groups, I suggest, the chiefs, who
s tiH retained much of their traditional authority,
an d the missionaries, in regular and close touch
^th the villagers, were well placed to contain

the threat when the Watchtower movement

began making rapid headway in other parts of
the countryside. 25 Yet later still, the opening up
of the Copperbelt served further to strengthen
the link between ethnic group and mission

25 The map presented by Martin (1977: 100) is inter
esting in this regard. This shows the areas of most intense
Watchtower activity in the northern parts of the country;
Watchtower influence extended in an arc from Mansa

(Fort Rosebery) to the west of the Bemba right round to
Isoka to the east, but the great heartland of Bemba
country itself had not been penetrated. In another account
of Watchtower in the Northern Province, Meebelo
(1971: 137) wondered why the Bemba seem not to have
been as ready converts as the Mambwe or Namwanga
were, and suggests that because leaders of Watchtower
were all members of tribes they had formerly subjugated
the Bemba responded to their doctrine as another attempt
at political assertion by their erstwhile subjects. While
there may be an element of truth in this, it seems likely
that chiefs and missionaries were alike more concerned

with Watchtower preaching against authority. Martin’s
account (1977: 163, 165) is again interesting in this regard
for he points out that in the ’thirties Citimukulu, the Bem
ba Paramount Chief, had forbidden Watchtower preachers
to enter his territory, and that the White Fathers had
taken steps ‘to combat the forces of paganism’ through the
development of a number of Catholic organizations such
as the Legion of Mary. With regard to the position of
Watchtower in the far north-west of the country, I do not
know enough of the local situation to speak with any
confidence, and would merely suggest that examining the
role of the Lozi might repay attention. Right from the be
ginning the Barotse had sought to control missionaries and
to prevent them spreading their influence to those parts of
the country, such as Balovale, over which for many years
the Lozi continued to claim hegemony.


