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The Myth of the Moon of the Siriono
(Mia) of Eastern Bolivia

Its Axiological Dimension

Mario Califano

The purpose of this article is to examine the ax
iological dimension in a South American ethnic
group on the basis of a mythical character - the

“moon” of Dshydsi of the Siriono (Mia) of Eastern
Bolivia. This is not a random choice and we intend

to conduct a phenomenological analysis based on
cultural facts made explicit in the mythical hori
zon.

This interest in assessing the Siriono cosmovi-
sion arised from the contrast found between the

briefness of their narratives, practically limited to
that of the “moon,” and the richness of axiological
meanings therein. In fact, starting from this main
myth we had access to the hunter’s ethical code

sustained by the Uranian deity, thus opening the
universe of value.

The narrative and the personal testimonies re
garding the past and present behaviour of this
religious figure allow for different levels of anal
ysis in order to establish the relations which any
axiology should keep with the cultural praxis in
giving sense to life itself. Being a repository of a
specific valuable quality, the theophanies become
prototypes of reference around which is centered
the ontological and existential dimension of the
members of a given ethnic group. The fact of
visually perceiving Dshydsi in the expanse of the
sky and of mentioning him when speaking are both
part of the feeling, understood as a structure of the
being-in-the-world. 1

1. The Sources

The first knowledge of the existence of a sidereal
deity among the Siriono is owed to Wanda Hanke
(1942), who provided a very brief information.
Almost ten years later, Allan R. Holmberg (1950)
published his well-known monograph on “Nomads
of the Long Bow. The Siriono of Eastern Bolivia”

1 The risk of inadequately using the expression being-in-the-
world is turning this ontological thesis in a set expression
and thus losing its original sense. This formula should be
understood as the phrasing of an enigma which may only
be grasped after study (Landgrebe 1968: 176 and 191).


