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Abstract. - fn this preliminary description of the Sa’lakwmanawyat Ceremonial per-
i d by the Third Mesa Hopi at Hotvela, the focus has bemf on the afzrhor’s e_ven,.':'t-
s :bsfrvarimu together with central portions of oral and musical material taped during
i flﬂrch 1979 Ceremonial and on various folkloric statemenis regarding the origin and
Fl(p:mg of sacred puppets. The material seems to indicate that the overt aims of the
hﬁrv:r ceremonials are the procuring of rain and floods in order to bring about a good
St and, of equal importance, the transporting of the worshipper into the richly
ihy :iuted mythical and ritual time dimensions where a totality of re:’ig{fms z.ies{re finds
Eep:“mf' and the modes of expressing total fulfillment. The folk traditions :T:dwate the
m?m;'-.himg- psychic influence which the puppets have on motffe?rs '.'m:{i chu‘({n’n: E”!e
Koy ;ﬂf evidence Lentatively points to the importance of the fertile g_:r.l in Hopi religious
‘-'le;,g tand indicates as well the secondary, accretive role of the deities represented by
Or, “Uphets. The entire body of evidence seems to indicate the late, and probably foreign,
O Of these ceremonials. [North America, Hopi Indians, Ritual, Mythology, Sacred
lecgs, Pllppets]

fol‘me

1. Introduction

el ‘Th‘? present article seeks to describe in preliminary form the important
z'quzo'“hlsturical and religio-phenomenological aspects of the Hopi Indian Sa™

the m‘f”ﬂwyar puppet ceremonial. I spent the fall and winter of 1978 and
*Pring of 1979 in the village of Hotvela," Third Mesa, on the Hopi reser-
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ap the‘\rn;{m W. Geertz, Adjunct Lecturer at the Department of the History of Religions
b"&l't-j Mversity of Aarhus (Denmark), began Comparative Literature studies at the Uni-
phﬂ"’ﬂp,z,- Gsconsin in Milwaukee but received examinaius artium (1976), candidatus
:"3;';), Ofmﬁ' (1978), and magister artium (1978) in the History of Religions at the Uni-
hHOp{ Aarhus, From August 1978 until May 1979 he did independent research among

Mdigng tn Arizona, USA. Presently he is engaged in writing a book on the Hopi
1 “ETemonials,
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