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Abstract. — The anthropologist wishing to participate in development planning is

faced with 4 dilemma. The majority of applied research has porirayed a classical, fune-
tionalist Perspective wherein development is viewed essentially as a cultural problem of
the small, self-contained communitty. Ideals of “cullural relativism’ have relegated con-
siderations on extra-local economic and political phenomena to the realm of personal
ethics. Whereas general anthropology theory has evolved well beyond this approach in
past years, the problem ist that there has been little interest in investigating ways to apply
the new theoreticai berspectives to practical problems of development. In this article, an
ROt & made to combine macro: ond micro-level analyses in a study which reveals
ethical and Operational factors in terfwining around conflicting interests. The author does
not pretend to offer a solution for the p.u-rt:fﬂppi:'s.’d sciences dichotomy, bul rather to
broaden debate by analyzing her frustrations dunng a year's experience as consulting
anthropologist in an international project promoting women’s education in Upper Volta,
West Africa. [West Africa, Applied Anthroplogy, Theory, Community Development]

Most drguments in the debate on the role of anthropology in develop-
ment projects can be classed in two major categories: the ethical (the anthro-
pologist's guiding limits as an “employee™), and the operational (how best to
accomplish the tagk get forth by the employer). The latter area originally
received emphasis during the fifties and early sixties in which the mentality
of the recipient community was considered the major obstacle to “develop-
ment,*” Although some space was given to socio-economic factors beyond
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research in Tajwan, Micronesia, Upper Volta, and Brazil on diverse subjects pertaining to

women, development, and education, As Assistant Professor at the Universidede Federal
do Rio Grande do Syj in Porto Alegre, Brazil, she is presently doing research on change in
Jamily patterns as a survipgl strategy in low-income urban groups.—Some of her recent
publications are; “Trabalhadoras sem terra: um estudo de caso de trabalho feminine no
campo” Encontros com a civilizacao brasileira, n° 26, 1980; “L’éducation populaire pour
un groupe de travailleurs sans terre: contributions a anthropologie appliguée dans une
étude de cas (Alto do Ribeirao, Minas Gerais, Brezil)” doctoral thesis for UEcole de Hautes
Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Papis, 1981; “The Impact of Primary School Administration
lml Students’ Parents: A Case Study in Rural Brazil”” Anthropology and Education Quarter-
y 13/2, 1982,

Doctorat, is a social anthropologist who has done field




