
Editorial

Ninety years ago, in March 1906, the first issue of Anthropos appeared. With this
present volume the journal begins its ninety-first year of publication. This is a good
occasion and reason for the editor to address our readers and collaborators in this

special editorial, which is not a normal feature of the Anthropos.
Father Wilhelm Schmidt, a member of the Society of the Divine Word (S.V.D.)

which had been recently established, was the founder and first editor of the new
journal. It was Father Arnold Janssen, the founder of the Society of the Divine Word
who supported this daring and unusual enterprise with courage and remarkable
foresight. It was surely unusual for Wilhelm Schmidt, relatively unknown at the
time in the world of science, who belonged to an equally unknown Catholic
mission society, to start a journal which was to make an important contribution to

international ethnology.
It was always the intention and hope of Wilhelm Schmidt to use this journal

to foster, in the context of the mission work of the Society, what we would now
call a “multicultural encounter.” More than anything else, the journal was to help
missionaries. It was to be a forum in which the missionaries could make their

precious and largely untapped knowledge of strange peoples and cultures available,
and where they could find useful specialized information about ethnology. The
very first article to appear in the Anthropos dealt with “The Scientific Task of
Missionaries” (Le rôle scientifique des missionnaires).

The journal was to be international, open to all the major languages in the world.
In the first issue of the Anthropos one could find contributions in French, English,
German, Spanish, Italian, and Latin. Today we still think it is useful, whenever
possible, to print articles and contributions in the language of the authors, which
today is primarily English. In this the Anthropos is unique when compared with
other journals.

From the beginning the Anthropos was a journal which covered all regions of
the earth and all of the fields of anthropology. Its pages are open to discussions
of method and theory as well as broad ethnographic descriptions and other
documentation. It has maintained its character as a storehouse of ethnological
materials for libraries and institutes. After 90 years of publication it has become an
encyclopedia of information about anthropology. The world has changed in these
years, and so has anthropology, but it has remained the science of cultures, while
becoming more pluralistic regarding its methods, contents, and goals. Anthropos
also played its part in these developments. A few years after it began publication
it established itself as an important journal; today it is one of the eight largest and
most important anthropology journals in the world (cf., E. Garfield, Anthropology
Journals. What They Cite and What Cites Them. Current Anthropology 1984:
514-528).

Every year the journal publishes about 700 pages, with about 140 contributing
authors and coworkers. Each year’s production averages 45 articles and other
contributions, 120 book reviews, a “review of reviews” (indicating important
articles from 320 current journals), and a listing of new publications. Anthropos is


