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were extracted. With a data management programm code checking can now be done

quickly, and a text-code data base also opens up new ways of recoding.
The sample we selected is a subset of the so called Standard Cross-Cultural Sample

or SCCS for short, a world wide sample of cultures developed by G. P. Murdock and
D. R. White.

Standard Cross-Cultural Sample (SCCS)
George P. Murdock &amp; Douglas R. White

Regional distributions of cultures

Sub-Saharan Africa 28 (15)
Circum-Mediterranean 28 (15)
East Eurasia 34 (22)
Insular Pacific 31 (14)
North America 33 (19)
South &amp; Central America 32 (16)

Total 186 (101)

In brackets: project subsample

This world-wide sample of cultures is widely used in cross-cultural studies. More than
1000 variables already have been coded for that sample. The sample has thus proved to
be a useful tool for hypothesis testing with cross-cultural methods.

Originally we had the intention to substitute some of the cultures of the SCCS. We
wanted to include several types of cases:

- cultures with exceptional fine grained descriptions of war or peace and war/peace
related variables,

— cultures that are located in urban settings,

— regions where cultures of different ethnic background coreside.
Eventually we dropped that idea. À major reason to do so was that such a mixed

sample would seriously have spoiled the advantage of the cumulative data base of the
SCCS.

Our project started work in 1986. The hypothesis development phase has been
completed in 1989, and our project has now entered the coding phase. In the hypothe-
sis development phase hypotheses about the causes of war have been assembled and
elaborated. The central task in this phase was to select variables that should have a

strong effect on our dependent variable, i.e. war. If possible the selection was guided
by tests with existing SCCS codes published in the electronic journal World Cultures.
It is an electronic journal, because its content is not printed on paper but is stored on

diskettes. This allows to transfer the coded data by pushing a few buttons on the key-
board of a personal computer to statistical analysis programs such as SYSTAT or SPSS.

As our investigations have shown, the explanation of war has to cover variables
that fall into six domains of anthropological research:


