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we are, and for good reason. They have had intimate ex-
perience of different‘ cultures. They have seen their re-
ligion, their economic system, their marriage prohibitions,
go down before the white man's. They have laid down the
one and accepted the other, often uncomprehendingly
enough, but they are quite clear that there are variant
arrangements of human life. They will sometimes attrib-
ute dominant characteristics of the white man to his

commercial competition, or to his institution of warfare,
very much in the fashion of the anthropologist.The white man has hadadifferentexperience.Hehasnever seen an outsider, perhaps, unless the outsider has
been already Europeanized. If he has travelled, he has
very likely been around the world without ever staying
outside a cosmopolitan hotel. He knows little of any ways
of life but his own. The uniformity of custom, of outlook,
that he sees spread about him seems convincing enough,
and conceals from him the fact that it is after all an
historical accident. He accepts without more ado the
equivalence of human nature and his own culture
standards.

Yet the great spread of white civilization is not an iso-
lated historical circumstance. The Polynesian group, in
comparatively recent times, has spread itself from On-
tong, Java, to Easter Island, from Hawaii to New Zea-
land, and the Bantu-speaking.tribes spread from the
Sahara to southern Africa. But in neither case do we re-

gard these peoples as more than an overgrown local varia-
tion of the human species. Western civilization has had
all its inventions in transportation and all its far-flung
commercial arrangements to back up its great dispersion,
and it is easy to understand historically how this came
about.

The psychological consequences of this spread of white
culture have been out of all proportion to the materialistic.
This world-wide cultural diffusion has protected us as


