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6 PATTERNS OF CULTURE

man had never been protected before from having to take
seriously the civilizations of other peoples; it has given to
our culture and massive universality that we have long
ceased to account for historically, and which we read off
rather as necessary and inevitable. We interpret our de-
pendence, in our civilization, upon economic competition,
as proof that this is the prime motivation that human
nature can rely upon, or we read off the behaviour of
small children as it is moulded in our civilization and

recorded in child clinics, as child psychology or the way in
which the young human animal is bound to behave. It
is the same whether it is a question of our ethics or of our

family organization. It is the inevitability of each fa-
miliar motivation that we defend, attempting always to
identify our own local ways of behaving with Behaviour,
or our own socialized habits with Human Nature.

Now modern man has made this thesis one of the

living issues in his thought and in his practical behaviour,
but the sources of it go far back into what appears to be,
from its universal distribution among primitive peoples,
one of the earliest of human distinctions, the difference
in kind between ‘my own’ closed group and the outsider.
All primitive tribes agree in recognizing this category of
the outsiders, those who are not only outside the provi-
sions of the moral code which holds within the limits of

one’s own people, but who are summarily denied a place
anywhere in the human scheme. A great number of the
tribal names in common use, Zufii, Déné, Kiowa, and the

rest, are names by which primitive peoples know them-
selves, and are only their native terms for 'the human
beings,” that is, themselves. Outside of the closed group
there are no human beings. And this is in spite of the fact
that from an objective point of view each tribe is sur-
rounded by peoples sharing in its arts and material inven-
tions, in elaborate practices that have grown up by a


