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their cliff-dwellings and great semicircular cities and had
settled along the Rio Grande in villages they still occupy.
Toward the west there were also Acoma, Zuñi, and Hopi,
the great western Pueblos.

Pueblo culture, therefore, has a long homogeneous his-
tory behind it, and we have special need of this knowledge
of it because the cultural life of these peoples is so at vari-

n ance with that of the rest of North America. Unfortun-
d ately archzology cannot go further and tell us how it came
{|| about that here in this small region of America a culture

.. gradually differentiated itself from all those that sur-
T rounded it and came always more and more drastically to

| | express a consistent and particular attitude toward ex-
istence.

We cannot understand the Pueblo configuration of cul-
ture without a certain acquaintance with their customs
and modes of living. Before we discuss their cultural

i goals, we must set before ourselves briefly the framework
of their society.

The Zuñi are a ceremonious people, a people who value
sobriety and inoffensiveness above all other virtues. Their
interest is centered upon their rich and complex cere-
monial life. Their cults of the masked gods, of healing,
of the sun, of the sacred fetishes, of war, of the dead, are
formal and established bodies of ritual with priestly offi-
cials and calendric observances. No field of activity com-
petes with ritual for foremost place in their attention.
Probably most grown men among the western Pueblos

|| give to it the greater part of their waking life. It requires
the memorizing of an amount of word-perfect ritual that
our less trained minds find staggering, and the perform-
ance of neatly dovetailed ceremonies that are chartered by
the calendar and complexly interlock all the different cults
and the governing body in endless formal procedure.

The ceremonial life not only demands their time; it
preoccupies their attention. Not only those who are re-
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