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defects of its virtues. There is no royal road to a real
Utopia.

There is, however, one difficult exercise to which we
may accustom ourselves as we become increasingly culture-
conscious. We maytrain ourselves to pass judgment upon
the dominant traits of our own civilization. It is difficult

enough for anyone brought up under their power to recog-
nize them. It is still more difficult to discount, upon neces-
sity, our predilection for them. They are as familiar as
an old loved homestead. Any world in which they do not
appear seems to us cheerless and untenable. Yet it is these
very traits which by the operation of a fundamental cul-
tural process are most often carried to extremes. They
overreach themselves, and more than any other traits they
are likely to get out of hand. Just at the very point where
there is greatest likelihood of the need of criticism, we are
bound to be least critical. Revision comes, but it comes by
way of revolution or of breakdown. The possibility of
orderly progress is shut off because the generation in ques-
tion could not make any appraisal of its overgrown insti-
tutions. It could not cast them up in terms of profit and
loss because it had lost its power to look at them objec-
tively. The situation had to reach a breaking-point before
relief was possible.

Appraisal of our own dominant traits has so far waited
till the trait in question was no longer a living issue. Re-
ligion was not objectively discussed till it was no longer
the cultural trait to which our civilization was most deeply
committed. Now for the first time the comparative study
of religions is free to pursue any point at issue. It is not
yet possible to discuss capitalism in the same way, and
during wartime, warfare and the problems of international
relations are similarly tabu. Yet the dominant traits of
our civilization need special scrutiny. We need to realize
that they ate compulsive, not in proportion as they are
basic and essential in human behaviour, but rather in the


