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volume is never an entity separable from the individuals
who compose it. No individual can arrive even at the
threshold of his potentialities without a culture in which
he participates. Conversely, no civilization has in it any
element which in the last analysis is not the contribution
of an individual. Where else could any trait come from
except from the behaviour of a man or a woman or a

child?
It is largely because of the traditional acceptance of a

conflict between society and the individual, that emphasis
upon cultural behaviour is so often interpreted as a denial
of the autonomy of the individual. The reading of Sum-
ners Folkways usually rouses a protest at the limitations
such an interpretation places upon the scope and initiative -
of the individual. Anthropology is often believed to be a
counsel of despair which makes untenable a beneficent
human illusion. But no anthropologist with a background
of experience of other cultures has ever believed that
individuals were automatons, mechanically carrying out
the decrees of their civilization. No culture yet observed
has been able to eradicate the differences in the tempera-
ments of the persons who compose it. It is always a give-
and-take. The problem of the indvidual is not clarified by
stressing the antagonism between culture and the indi-
vidual, but by stressing their mutual reinforcement. This
rapport is so close that it is not possible to discuss patterns
of culture wihout considering specifically their relation to
individual psychology.

We have seen that any society selects some segment of
the arc of possible human behaviour, and in so far as it
achieves integration its institutions tend to further the
expression of its selected segment and to inhibit opposite

expressions. But these opposite expressions are the con-
genial responses, nevertheless, of a certain proportion of
the carriers of the culture. We have already discussed
the reasons for believing that this selection is primarily


