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teens or with such themes as damnation and predestina-
tion, we are faced with the fact that the group of people
who carried out to the greatest extreme and in the fullest
honour the cultural doctrine of the moment are by the
slightly altered standards of our generation the victims of
intolerable aberrations. From the point of view of a com-
parative psychiatry they fall in the category of the ab-
normal.

In our own generation extreme forms of ego-gratifica-
tion are culturally supportedin a similar fashion. Arrogant
and unbridled egoists as family men, as officers of the law
and in business, have been again and again portrayed by
novelists and dramatists, and they are familiar in every
community. Like the behaviour of Puritan divines, their
courses of action are often more asocial than those of the

inmates of penitentiaries. In terms of the suffering and
frustration that they spread about them there is probably
no comparison. There is very possibly at least as great a
degree of mental warping. Yet they are entrusted with
positions of great influence and importance and are as a
rule fathers of families. Their impress both upon their
own children and upon the structure of our society is
indelible. They are not described in our manuals of psy-
chiatry because they are supported by every tenet of our
civilization, They are sure of themselves in real life in a
way that is possible only to those who are oriented to the
points of the compass laid down in their own culture.
Nevertheless a future psychiatry may well ransack our
novels and letters and public records for illumination
upon a type of abnormality to which it would not other-
wise give credence. In every society it is among this very
group of the culturally encouraged and fortified that some
of the most extreme types of human behaviour are
fostered.

Social thinking at the present time has no more im-
portant task before it than that of taking adequate ac-


