
PART I: INTRODUCTION

Introduction

| am going to begin with a brief characterization of Intaran and its geographical
setting (see map 1). I will take the oldest archaeological evidences (tenth century)
found so far in the area of Intaran as a starting point to outline the three different
regional kingdoms that came into existence before Intaran as a desa was founded:
Blanjong, Kerthalangu (Kesiman), and Nusa Penida (with its last kingdom of Dalem
Peed). As will become apparent in all these histories, the phenomenonof 'telescop-
ing time, of compressing several different periods into a single one, has been at
Work. In all these regional centers interactions between immigrant and established
groups took place. Most resulted in the defeat of local rulers and colonization of the
indigenous population.

Blanjong, Kerthalangu, and Nusa Penida constitute the regional and historical
setting within which Intaran is located. All three were also temporally and socially
Interrelated, though to a varying extent; they formed a regional complex.

The Study Site

Intaran lies south of Denpasar, 1-2 km from the sea. Today on the beach, one hotel
follows the other, supplemented by art shops, restaurants, and other tourist facilities.
Sanur has become the embodiment of tourism in Bali along with Kuta and Den-
pasar; it is already looking back on a long tradition started in the 1930s. Sanur 1s
held to be a 'sophisticated' place, where the atmosphere 1s more tranquil than in
places like Kuta and Legian.

Intaran is the name of a former village. In the course of administrative reorgani-
zations during colonial times, it was combined with Sanur to form a political unit;
this administrative unit is called Sanur. Hence, Intaran’s proper name became lim-
Ited to the desa adat,? the localized corporate ritual community. The area of today's
Sanur extends to the borders of Kesimanin the north, Renon in the west, and Panjer
and Suwungin the south and southwest.

For an extensive discussion of banjar, desa (desa adat and desa dinas), and kelurahan, see
Warren 1993, Until 1979 Sanur was divided into three political communities each with its own
kepala desa: Sanur Kaja, Sanur Kangin, and Sanur Kauh. Sanur Kauh covered the former village
of Intaran. Since 1979 Sanur Kangin has been a kelurahan (Warren 1993: 238-253). Sanur is
formed of 24 banjar (since 1992, 25 banjar) with a total of approximately 17,000 inhabitants; 18
banjar belong to the desa adat Intaran.
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