
PARTI: BLANJONG AND THE ANNUAL RESURRECTION OF A F ORMER KINGDOM

One last note regarding the estimated size of the village of Mimba/Intaran, according
to the extension of the settlements: during the reign of the first and second ruling
dynasties (tentatively 1650-1700 and 1700 and the end of the nineteenth century
respectively), the small principality may have numbered between 500 and 2,000
inhabitants with heavy fluctuations occurring. It is impossible to reconstruct village
size more precisely. Schulte Nordholt (1988:52-53) has already pointed out this
problem.

Blanjong and the Annual Resurrection
of a Former Kingdom

Thetract of land along the sea, especially in the banjar of Batujimbar, Semawang,
and Blanjong, is rich in archaeological material. Manyartifacts have cometo light in
the course of the tourism boom, when hotels and restaurants were being built, but
they have quickly disappeared: Most frequently they consist of graves containing
skeletons and burial gifts. Inhabitants of these quarters emphasize the extraordinary
size of the bones. The graves point to a time before cremations were common, as
they have been since the spread of Hinduism in many parts of Bali."

Suprijo (1988) gives an estimated body length of a skeleton he excavated in Se-
mawang of 1.75 to 1.85 m. The burial gifts included a bronze mirror and Chinese
ceramic vessels from the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. Astawa's reports on
Semawang (1984 and 1991) reveal earlier finds, mostly ceramics originating in the
Sung Dynasty (tenth to thirteenth century). The most exciting find was a small
glazed ceramic container with a relief scene in it depicting lovers on a bed. Astawa
(1984:21) attributes this piece to the Yuan Dynasty (thirteenth to fourteenth cen-
tury).

Unfortunately only incomplete archaeological surveys have been carried out so
far in Blanjong and Semawang, although, as Ardika (1995) has pointed out, Blan-
Jong might have been one of the ‘gateway communities’ of Bali. His research
(survey), carried out in 1980 and 1984 in Blanjong (Darsana, Ardika and Adri
1984), revealed a number of finds which, seem to point in two or even three direc-

tions: Blanjong (perhaps including today’s Semawang) as a settlement and Blanjong
as a religious site, probably a center. The distribution and mixture of sherds of lo-
cally produced pottery (which, according to Ardika, stem from today’s villages of
Ubung, Denpasar, and Blahbatu), along with Chinese ceramics, give evidence of a
long period of settlement. The Chinese porcelain dates as far back as to the tenth

* The deceased ofthe island of Serangan, immediately off Sanur, and in some villages of Bukit are
buried in the ground and are not cremated later on. In recent times, a symbolical cremation
sometimes has taken place to satisfy Hinduistic ritual.
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