
PART II: THE COVERED TRACKS OF THE FIRST RULING DYNASTY

The Covered Tracks of the First Ruling Dynasty

It remains unclear who the ruling dynasty founding the desa Mimba (and thereby
Intaran as well) 'really' was. Today there is nobody in Intaran who calls himself or
herself a member of the Arya Sentong. But many who concern themselves with the
past maintain that the first dynasty ruling Intaran had been a lineage of the Arya
Sentong. Of those called direct descendants of Kepandean, some stated that they
belonged to the Arya Pacung, others listed Arya Pinatih. All of them are able to
prove connections to these kinship groups still important today. The members of
both groups living in Intaran bear thetitle of a Gusi but no longer that of a Gusti,
since their ancestors were defeated by a new raja (cf. Hauser-Scháublin 1991).

In the oral and written traditions regarding Arya Pinatih (see pp.56-67), a link
with Mimba and I Gusti Kepandean was shown. Gusti Tembawu is said to have
moved to Tembawu and I Gusti Kepandean to Mimba. The wording creates the im-
pression that they were 'sons' or members of the same kin group. There does indeed
seem to have existed a relationship between Sentong and Pinatih, but it is question-
able whether this implied common descent. Presumably these were affinal
relationships.

Those calling themselves Pinatih today evaded the issue by reverting to an un-
doubtedly 'ancient' relationship. Indeed, the members of the clan of Sentong in the
territory of Intaran were related to the clan of Pinatih. Evidence proves an amicable
but hierarchic relationship whereby Sentong was placed below Pinatih.!?

Arya Sentong is held to be one of those arya who arrived in Bali in the retinue of
Gajah Mada. In fact, however, in all the places listed in connection with Arya
Sentong’s arrival in Bali, nobody could be found who would call himself or herself a
member of this clan. This is no doubt a result of the downfall of the Arya Sentong
or, put differently, an outcome of the not always glorious past. As I have shown
elsewhere (1991), the reshaping of the past to refashion the present (resulting for
example in a change of clan membership) is a model frequently applied in Bali.

Several informants inside and outside Intaran, who are familiar with the history
of the region between Kesiman and Blanjong, explained the name Kepandean by the
fact that the latter’s mother came from the Pande kinship group.

The local origin of the first ruler, I Gusti Kepandean, is consistently given as
Perean, a village in Tabanan (written sources which are far less 'reliable' on this
point).'? There the memory of the Arya Sentongis particularly vivid. But as soon as

'? Friederich (1877:64) writes that the realm of Pinatih stretched from the border of Gianyar via
Intaran to Tanjung, today's border between Intaran and Suwung. Serangan and Suwung are said
to have also been part of it.

"5 Written sources, especially babad, among other things serve to legitimize the present. From this
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