
PART IIT: THE FATE OF THE VILLAGE-FOUNDING BRAHMANA

The Fate of the Village-Founding Brahmana

Until now, I have ignored the question of what happened with the Brahmana that
Gusti Kepandeancalled in when he wanted to found the desa Mimba and with whom
he shared his reign.

As the name indicates, the Griya (Delodpeken) is found south of the original
market and festival square, ^ which formed a core part of the village at the time.
With the downfall and the change which occurred, the Brahmana prepared for a
return to Beluangan (Tabanan), from where they had come, for they assumed that
"the new ruler did not want to accept any holy water from them" but would prefer to
look for new priests. But Abian Timbul did not call any other Brahmana to his vil-
lage but asked the Griya to cooperate — which is what happened. Thus the Brahmana
suffered neither expulsion nor degradation.

With the change of rulership, Abian Timbul achieved supremacy over kahyangan
liga, P. Dalem Mimba, P. Kahyangan, and P. Bale Agung. He replaced those
grounds strongly connected to the reign of Arya Sentong with others. Griya Delod-
pasar had also been closely linked with this noble clan. However, with the
rearrangement of kahyangan tiga, they lost their established, traditional sovereignty,
which had been part of Sentong's. Over the course of time, marriage ties were
formed between Griya Delodpasar and Abian Timbul, which essentially contributed
to the improvement of their social situation. Within this framework, Abian Timbul
also returned to them the temple they first founded 1n Mimba: the P. Dalem Mimba.
With the submission of this central village temple, which 1s an inseparable part of
the history of the Griya Delodpasar, the cooperation between the two parties, the
new ruler and the resident Brahmana, was sealed. Today, Griya Delodpasar is the
owner of the temple.

Barong as a Vigorous Witness of Past Rulership and Social Conflicts?

Griya Delodpasar — ie. the Banjar Pekandelan — owns a Barong (as well as a

Rangda) which is led into the P. Dalem Mimba on the occasion of the annual festival
and displayed there. The Barong also has her faksu altar (cf. p.123) there, where the
mask and its carrier communicate with the deity and receive divine power. The same
Barong is also associated with P. Kahyangan.

'% Precisely this circumstance, located south of the market’, is indicated by the name of the Griya
Delodpeken (low Balinese) or Delodpasar (high Balinese)
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