
PART III: THE CHANGE OF DYNASTIES AND ITS WIDER SOCIO-POLITICAL CONTEXT

Mecaling. His wife is Ratu Mas Manik. In the small ground, there is also an altar
for Ratu Tuan. This does not seem to be connected with the group of the same name
in Renon but with people who 'came across the sea’. Ratu Tuan is also described as
a 'clown', as someone who does the wildest things.

Panti owns one of the most prominent shrines in the P. Agung, which is distin-
guished from the other altars by its size and position but also by its meaning. This
no doubt expresses a close relationship which might go back to the time of Abian
Timbul’s establishment in Intaran. The groups of today's Panti moved away from
the village center, with the permission of Abian Timbul, but remained a firm element
of the desa adat Intaran.

In connection with the change of dynasties, a renegade group from the ruling dy-
nasty of Sentong was mentioned which was instrumental in the success of the coup.
This 1s part of a kin group calling itself Pinatih and living in the western part of the
Banjar Singgi."" Singgi already existed as a small group of fishermen and farmers,
all non-caste members. The temples of the 'old' Singgi are located at the seashore; in
Batujimbar, there is the P. Muntik, about which no traditions have been preserved
except that 1t is dedicated to netherworldly deities and to the sea. The second temple,
P. Segara Manik Aji, 1s also found on the beach (cf. p.102).

The newcomers in Singgi, originally caste members, who had to renounce their
title at the start of the reign of Abian Timbul, brought movement to this outmost
corner of Intaran.

The Change of Dynasties and Its Wider
Socio-Political Context

The whole change of dynasties from Arya Sentong to Arya Kenceng can only be
understood in the wider geographical and socio-political framework of South Bali.
No doubt, Abian Timbul was connected with the ruling house of Badung, Pe-
mecutan. The relationships are not completely clear; according to one version, both
are said to be of the same origin. The ruling family of Badung represents the main
line, while Abian Timbul came from a collateral line and was in the service of the
central royal court as a manca, a local prince. According to the histories told by the

« PURA TAMAN SEGARA (Br. Pant, Intaran)
1) Gedong for Ratu Gede Mas Mecaling and his spouse Ratu Mas Manik, 2) Tajuk, 3) Additional
Bale for offerings, 4) Bale Gong, 5) Ngrurah Agung Sakti, 6) Piasan 7) Tajuk, 8) Ratu Tuan.
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?? Singgi is said to mean'cotton'. It is said that originally cotton was grown in their ladang fields.

257


