
PART II: THE SUPREMACY OF BADUNG AND THE FOUNDING OF SINDHU

That Brahmana nevertheless actively participated in socio-political power and also
applied it is shown in the example of the Jero Gede Sanur, which succeeded in com-
bining both political and ritual power. It even managed to become the power center
of Sanur. Organization of the temple affairs played an important role in this. The
Pura Dalem Kedewatan, actually a private temple, became the ritual center and to
this day towers over the much smaller Pura Desa adjoining it to the east (which had
formerly been combined with the Bale Agung and then turned into a temple of its
own; cf. p.134).

Jero Gede Sanur gained control over the most important temples of the village by
having all the statues of the gods stored in the pemerajan of the Brahmana. These
are the statues of the P. Dalem Kedewatan, the P. Bale Agung, Pura Desa, and Pura
Kahyangan (the cemetery temple in the area of the Bali Beach Hotel). They therefore
always have to be collected from the Jero Gede before they can be carried into the
temple. At the conclusion of a festival, they are brought back to the sacred ground of
the Brahmana.

The fact that Griya Pusch is an 'offspring' of the Jero Gede of Sanur was never
‘forgotten’ but manifests itself in the pemerajan suci of the Jero Gede during the
annual festival, when all descendants visit this sanctuary, which is like a kawitan for
all Brahmana Keniten in Sanur and Intaran (and beyond). Even though the Jero
Gede Sanur no longer supplies a pedanda, ordination of the priests of the Griya
Puseh take place there! For the pemukur ceremony for a deceased member of Griya
Timbul a procession is made to the Jero Gede Sanur to ask for the waringin leaves
essential for the death ritual.

Incidentally, the Jero Gede was able to expand its powerful position during colo-
nial times as well: thus the leading personalities established friendly relationships
with the Dutch.

The Supremacy of Badung and the Founding of Sindhu

Looking back it can be seen that the influence of the Jero Gede on Intaran and its
ruling family has expanded markedly over time. Abian Timbul (as manca of
Badung) controlled a relatively extensive territory — or at least the villagers — where

he had supremacy. However, in at least two instances for which there is concrete
evidence, the raja of Badung used his right to dispose of the land of his local
princes. This also shows that, in the nineteenth century, the centralization and con-
centration of power have increased.

As the testimonies of the past prove, Arya Sentong was never in the service of a
superordinate ruling house, as was later the case of Abian Timbul. The king of
Badung, who had supremacy over Abian Timbul, ordered the founding of a new
settlement on the territory Abian Timbul administered: Sindhu Kaja. Today Sindhu
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