
PART IV: DIVISION BETWEEN THE MODERN WORKING WORLD AND ADAT

During the building of the hotel, several serious accidents occurred. And when it was
finished, the curious incidents did not stop. Even tourists, who knew nothing of the
holiness of the place and its gods, saw and experienced things which made them
doubt their sanity. Repeatedly, priests were invited to come and find out the wishes
of the gods so they could be fulfilled. Thus a small temple was built on the side of
the hotel toward the sea.

Today every hotel has its own small sacred ground since wherever people live, in
a compound or in a hotel, the gods need a place where offerings can be made to them
and people can pray to them. The small temple near the Bali Beach Hotel is more
than a 'common' hotel temple, since an individual altar dedicated to the deity of the
cemetery stood there formerly. Today the shrine of one of the strongest Rangda
stands there. During the annual festival, her mask is displayed there, and offerings
are made to the deity. Over the course of time, this temple was furnished with addi-
tional seats; in 1990/91, an additional seat was again added because the gods had
asked for it. The relationships with the beings of Nusa Penida stand in the fore-
ground.

The series of inexplicable events has not yet come to an end." Sometimes mod-
ern machines inside the hotel break down — equipment which works in other hotels
without problems and in which the technicians can find no fault. There are similar
problems with a hotel built on a comparably sacred and dangerous plot of land in
Semawang in the late 1980's, where prehistoric graves have also been found.

Division between the Modern Working World and Adat

The people of Intaran and Sanur have subtly differentiated opinions regarding tour-
ism and the economic boom it broughtto their villages. Again and again it is told
how — until the building of the Bali Beach Hotel — the population was plagued by
famines. Old people tell how scarce food was during their childhood and how as a
result of crop failures, for weeks and months they had to go to bed with an empty
stomach. In the wake of booming tourism, the villages started to prosper. Suddenly
there was employment and regular income on their doorstep, making migration un-
necessary. People could go on living where they were at home.
Parallel to it, schools were established and people could afford to send the children
to school, where — a prerequisite for dealing with foreigners — they could learn
English.

‘?° In January 1993, the Bali Beach Hotel was almost completely gutted by fire. One room reserved
for the main deity of this area, who was said to have been responsible for inexplicable incidents,
remained intact.
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