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Religious rites and customs of the Iban orDyaksofSarawak.

By Leo Nyuak .

 Translated from the DyakbytheVeryRev.Edm.Dunn,

Prefect Apostolic of Labuan and North Borneo .

With figures .

Preface .

 1 . The account given in this pamphlet of the religious ritesandcustomsoftheIbanisatranslationofanaccountdrawnupbyaDyak,whowhenachild,hadacquiredtheknowledgeofreadingandwritingattheMissionSchoolatKanowit,whichheattendedforseveralyears.InthetranslationIhaveadheredascloselyaspossibletotheoriginal.

 Occasionally useless repetitions have been ommitted and hereandtherewordsandpartsofsentencessuppliedwhereimperfectsentencesrenderedsuchadditionsnecessarytobringoutthesense.

With these exceptions the translation is a litteral one .

 To make an idea of the original Dyak text the first chaptersmaybegiveninbothoriginaltextandtranslation.

 2 , As a description of the Iban , his mode of life andreligiousnotionswillbenecessarytorenderintelligibletotheordinaryreadertheDyakaccountofthereligiousritesandstomsofhispeople,Ihavemadethisdescriptionthesubjectofasomewhatlengthypreface.

 The Dyaks are an uncivilized race to be found occupyinglargetractsofcountryalongthewesterncoastofBorneo.Theyaredividedintovarioustribespossessingdifferentlanguagesandcustoms.OfthesetheIbanorSeaDyaksofSarawakarebyfarthemostpowerfulandnumeroustribeanditisthereligionofthistribeonlythatformsthesubjectmatterofthesepages.

 The physical characteristics , language and traditions of thi -peoplepoint"toacommonoriginwiththeMalays,andthedisstinctivefeaturesofthetwopeoplesmayeasilybeaccountedforbytheMahomedanismofthelatter.JudgingfromthegenealogieshandeddownbytraditiontheIbanemigratedfromthewestandarriyedintheislandofBorneosome25or30generationsback.


